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Marillac, reported to his king that a goldsmith of
Augsburg possessed the secret of imparting to coins
regularity of weight and circularity of form. Henry
lost no time in despatching to Augsburg the Master of
the Lyons Mint and a brother of his ambassador with
Aubin Olivier, a skilled mechanician, to act as their
technical assistant and adviser.

After some secret negotiations, a set of the minting
was purchased from   the   German  jeweller,
-no was Marx Schwab, for the king, and one of
"" ^ijnnen accompanied the tools to Paris
x^q,p in proper working order.

^Jlenry ordered the machjj^
to be installed in c,              "'Ve baths situated ii?

grounds of the Palace, wHeit?, jo. January 1552,16
coins were satisfactorily struck in Ms presence.   J^
of strenuous opposition from the Oour des Mortr"
of the new coins were subsequently made, and
are justly famous for their excellence of dt
workmanship.     They   became   known   as   m
(Monnaie du Moulin), from the circumstance thai
necessary power for driving the machinery was in
first instance supplied by a mill formerly used by Ma

15  Traite liutorique des Monnoyes de Fiance, 1792, p. 268,   Boizaro.
Ms Ti aite~des Monoyes, Paris, 1714, says the coinage began in 1553 (p. 15.
but Mazerolle gives 1552: see also the next note.

16  Du Fresne, or Du Gauge, as quoted by Ruding, vol. i p 342 (1840
gives January 27, 1550, as the date of the ordinance establishing th
Monnaie du Moulin, and January 29,1551, as the date of Henry It's edic
for striking testons by the mill.   These dates should probably read 153
and 1552 respectively, full work having been commenced in the latte
year    M P. Lacombe has produced confirmatory evidence of the estab
lishment of the Monnaie du Moulin in 1551 from Les Chronigues de Jem
Carion, a work published in 1553    The passage is quoted m Gazeti
numis frangaise, 1904, p. 429.